
 
 

Signs (even temporary and including real estate sig ns) are NOT 
allowed in the right of way in: 

 
 

 

Bellefontaine 
Beavercreek 

Celina 
Defiance 
Delphos 

Englewood 
Findlay 

New Bremen 
Piqua 
Sidney 

Tipp City  
Troy 

Van Wert 
Xenia 

. . . among many others 
 
 

And then there is Lima.  We don’t want to look like  Lima, do we?  
 

 
For more information on area sign ordinances, go to : 
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Beavercreek — 
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Celina — 
 1185.03  ADMINISTRATION. 
 
These sign regulations shall be administered as stated under the conditions as listed in Chapter 
1143. 
 

(a)     Permit Required. No sign, unless exempted by this Chapter, shall be constructed, 
displayed, or altered without an approved permit. The permits shall be issued by the 
Zoning Inspector when the conditions of this Zoning Ordinance are met. 

 
Each permit application shall be accompanied by the following: 

 
  (1)  A drawing showing the design proposed. 
   

(2)     Dimensioned site plan showing the sign location in relation to property 
lines, buildings, walks, and drives 
 

(3)     Dimensioned elevation drawing showing the size, sign type, height, 
illumination method, support or mounting method, and construction materials. 



 
(b)     Signs Requiring a Permit. Any sign erected, painted, posted or placed in any 
district within the City shall require an approved permit from the Zoning Inspector in 
conformance with Sections 1144.02-1144.05, except those signs identified as exempt 
from such permit. Sign structure, size, height, setback, location and number shall be 
determined by the requirements set forth in this Chapter. Changes or relocation of 
nonconforming signs require permits and any alterations must also meet the 
requirements set forth in this Chapter. See Section 1185.04(d) for nonconforming 
signs. 
 
 (c)     Signs Not Requiring a Permit. The following signs are exempt and do not 
require a permit from the Zoning Inspector. To maintain an exempt status these signs 
must comply with restrictions as established in this Chapter. 
 

(1)     Political signs, Real Estate signs, and Civic Event signs when 
conforming to the requirements established under this Zoning Ordinance. 
 
 (2)     Temporary signs painted on the outside of the windows for display on 
holiday or special occasions. 
 
 (3)     Signs located inside a building or behind a window and not exceeding 
the prohibitions set forth in Section 1185.03(d)(8), do not require a permit. 
 
 (4)     Memorial signs and plaques installed by recognized civic organizations. 
 
 (5)     Official and legal notices and signs issued by governmental agencies. 
 
 (6)     Official flags of all governmental and civic/fraternal organizations. 
 
 (7)     Construction signs when conforming to the conditions set forth under 
Section 1185.04(f)(2) 
 
(8)     Incidental signs for businesses like automobile services, gasoline service 
stations, automobile dealers with service repairs, motels and hotels provided 
that all of the following conditions exist: the signs are attached to a structure or 
building; the signs number no more than four (4) per street frontage, and no 
sign shall exceed an area per face of three (3) square feet. Copy applied to fuel 
pumps or dispensers such as fuel identification, station logo, and other signs 
required by law are permitted and not counted against the number allowed. 
 
 (9)     Directional signs provided that such signs are located on-site, have a 
maximum area which does not exceed three (3) square feet per sign, have a 
maximum overall height of four (4) feet above grade, and are mounted on a 
monument or pole. Such signs may be located in a required setback provided 
that a minimum distance of five (5) feet from any property line is maintained. 
 



(10)     Garage and yard sale signs provided they conform to the regulations set 
forth in this Zoning Ordinance. 

 
 (d)     Prohibited Signs. 

The following signs are inconsistent with the sign standards established in this 
Chapter and are therefore prohibited. Permits cannot be issued for: 
 

(1)     Abandoned signs after 90 days of meeting the abandoned sign definition. 
The property owner will be responsible for removal. 
 
   (2)     Animated, moving, flashing, blinking, reflecting, revolving or other 
similar signs, with the exception of permanently mounted Changeable Copy 
Signs and time and temperature displays as allowed in this Chapter. 
 
  (3)     Portable or A-Frame signs. For exceptions see Section 1185.04(f)(7). 

 
      (4)     Roof signs 
 

(5)     Signs placed in, or overhanging, the public right-of-way. Signs with 
exception are: governmental signs and informational signs authorized by the 
Planning Commission and in conformance with state or federal regulations. 
Such informational signs shall not exceed two and a half (2-1/2) square feet in 
area and shall not be illuminated. 
 
(6)     Signs designed or constructed to resemble or imitate highway or traffic 
control signs or signals. 
 
(7)     Temporary signs, found not in conformance to the regulations set forth 
in this Ordinance. These signs may be confiscated by the Zoning Inspector, or 
his representatives, in addition to being subject to the conditions of Chapter 
1199 
 
  (8)     Windows signs when they are located in a residentially zoned district 
are larger than the allowable signage for that district or are illuminated. 
 

(e)     Measurement Standards. The area of the sign is determined by the dimensions of 
the background structure, unifying background area, or by the maximum dimensions 
of the display area if posted on a common background. The following standards shall 
be used to determine the area and height measurements for all signs erected or posted 
within the City: 
 

(1)     The area of a sign shall be computed by means of the smallest square, 
circle, rectangle, triangle, or combination thereof that will encompass the 
exterior display limits of a sign, but not including the supporting frame or 
bracing. 
 



 (2)     The area of a sign with more than one face shall be computed by 
adding together the area of all sign faces visible from any one point. 
 
 (3)     In the case of irregularly shaped three dimensional signs, the area of 
the display surface shall be measured on the plane of the largest vertical 
cross section. 
 
  (4)     The height of a sign shall be determined by measuring the vertical 
distance between the highest point of the sign to the ground elevation at the 
base of the sign. If mounding was used at the sign base, the ground elevation 
shall be determined as the average ground elevation of the developed site at 
the sign base prior to mounding. 
 
 (5)     The setback of a sign shall be measured from the vertical projection of 
the property line or street right-of-way line to the closest part of the sign. 
 
 (6)     Lots in B or M zones having frontage on more than one street shall 
have a maximum allowable sign area equal to twice that of its shortest 
frontage, not to exceed twice the maximum number of square feet otherwise 
allowed in the zone. These lots shall also be permitted twice the number of 
signs otherwise allowed in their zone; however, there shall be no increase in 
the number of free-standing signs allowed. 

 
(f)     Fees. A schedule of fees for permits shall be established and amended from 
time to time by City Council.  

 
(Ord. 26-99-0. Passed 8-23-99.) 

 

 

Defiance — 
 
1337.04  PROHIBITIONS. 
 

 (a)      No sign shall be erected on public property or within any public right of way 
except by governmental authorities in the discharge of a governmental function or 
pursuant to a license to occupy the right-of-way granted in accordance with Section 
131.03; 
 
(b)      No Ground Sign shall be erected within 10 feet of any public right-of-way or 

within 150 feet of any other Ground Sign located adjacent to the same side of the same 
public right-of-way; 
 



(c)      No sign shall be erected in any place that interferes with the ventilation system of 
a building or impedes access to any fire hydrant or standpipe, fire extinguisher or fire 
alarm or to any door, window, fire escape or other means of egress from a building; 
 
 (d)      No sign exhibiting animated graphic illustrations, flashing or rotating lights or 
mirrors, banners, pennants, ribbons, streamers, spinners or similar devices that move or 
change appearance shall be erected in any place that is visible from a public right-of-way 
or from publicly or privately owned lands customarily open to vehicular traffic. This 
paragraph does not prohibit the erection of public service devices that display the date, 
time, temperature or news information in a manner that does not imitate or distract 
attention from traffic control devices; 
 
(e)      No illuminated sign shall be erected in any place that results in objectionable 
brightness or glare in any residential premises or on any public right of way. 
 
(f)      No billboard shall be erected 
 
 (g)      Abandon Signs, Obscene Signs, Portable Signs, Roof Signs and Vehicular Signs 
are hereby declared to be a public nuisance and are prohibited. 
 
(Ord. 6283. Passed 3-26-02.)�

  
  
  
  

 

Delphos — 

1189.04 GENERAL REGULATIONS. 

(a) Cross-Corner Sight Restrictions: No sign, or part of a sign structure wider than one (1) 
foot, shall be erected in the cross-corner line of sight between the heights of three (3) feet 
and eight (8) feet, as measured from the center lines of the relevant pavements, in the 
following locations; 

(1) At street intersections, within a triangle, two sides of which are measured from 
the point of intersection of the street rights-of-way, a distance of 40’ parallel to 
the through street and a distance of 15 feet parallel to the stop street. At 4-way 
stops the distance shall be 40 feet parallel to each street. 

(2) At drives-within a triangle, two sides of which are measured from the point of 
intersection of the street right-of-way and the centerline of the drive, a distance of 
50 feet parallel to the street, and a distance of 15 feet parallel to the centerline of 
the drive. 

(b)     Distracting Signs:   Signs which have moving parts, replaceable letters, or changing 



illumination shall conform to the conditions listed within this Ordinance.  See Section 
1189.03(d) for restrictions on signs which use animation, flashing lights, shapes reserved 
for traffic control, and motion. 

(c)     Sign Illumination:   All signs and advertising structures, except as hereinafter 
modified, may be illuminated internally or by reflected light; provided the source of light 
is not directly visible and is arranged to reflect away from the adjoining premises; and 
provided that such illumination shall not lead to confusion, or create a hazard to traffic, or 
conflict with traffic control signs or lights.  An exception to the above is that signs 
illuminated with neon lighting are also allowed even though the light source is visible.  
See Section 1189.05 for districts where sign illumination is prohibited. 

(d)     Non-conforming Signs:  All signs which are in existence on the effective date of 
this Ordinance shall be considered nonconforming uses and shall be subject to the 
following provisions: 

(1)     No nonconforming sign shall have any changes made in the words, symbols 
or message displayed on the sign unless the sign is specifically designed for 
periodic change of message. 

(2)     No nonconforming sign shall be structurally altered so as to change the 
shape, size, type or design of the sign, nor shall any nonconforming sign be 
relocated until it meets the requirements of this Chapter and receives a permit. 

     (e)     Development or Subdivision Entry Signs:  The conditions for the placement of 
permanent signs identifying a development or subdivision shall be set by review by the 
City Planning Commission.  These conditions are to be forwarded to the Zoning 
Inspector by the Planning Commission for issuance of a permit. 

     (f)     Temporary Signs:   Temporary signs required a permit unless they are identified 
as not requiring a permit under Section 1189.03(c).  All temporary signs, unless 
specifically identified in 1189.02, Definitions, shall be considered temporary commercial 
signs.  The following regulations shall apply to temporary signs: 

(1)     Civic Event Signs:  These signs shall be registered with the Zoning 
Inspector listing the organization responsible, a contact person, dates of 
posting, sign size, and location of sign.  All posting periods and placements 
must receive approval of the Zoning Inspector.  Any signs not receiving this 
approval shall be considered in violation of this Ordinance. 

 (2)     Construction Signs:  These signs shall be shown as part of the 
development’s site plan.  The number of signs, their location and sizes, shall 
be approved by the Zoning Inspector before installation.  If conditions 
warrant, the Zoning Inspector may allow placement of the construction sign 
off-site.  The posting of the sign(s) shall be limited to the construction period 
which begins one week before the actual work begins  with the ground 
breaking, which ever is first, to the conditional final acceptance by the owner. 

(3)     Development or Subdivision Signs:  The conditions for the placement 



of these signs at a development or subdivision shall be set by review by the 
City Planning Commission.  These conditions are to be forwarded to the 
Zoning Inspector by the Planning Commission for issuance of a permit. 

 

(4) Real Estate Signs: Real estate signs are not allowed in public right-of-way 
areas. They are allowed a maximum area of 8 square feet in residential 
districts and 32 square feet in all other districts. One sales sign is allowed per 
property frontage. In addition, an open house sign is allowed for a week 
period prior to the open house date. Sales signs shall be removed from a 
property within one week of closing. 

(5)   Garage and Yard Sale Signs:  These signs are to be posted only on 
private property.  The signs shall not exceed 6 square feet in area.  They shall 
be posted only the day of the sales.  No signs shall be posted on any public 
utility or light poles. 

 

 

Englewood— 

CHAPTER 1282 
General Sign Regulations 
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Findlay— 
 

711.08 PLACEMENT OF SIGNS ON CITY PROPERTY. 

(a) Placement of all signs, regardless of size or design, shall be prohibited on all City-owned 
property, including street rights of way, boulevards and thoroughfares within the City. 

 

Bellefontaine--- 
1185.21 TEMPORARY SIGNS. 
 
Temporary signs shall comply with the following provisions in addition to the other 
requirements of this chapter: 
 

(a) Such signs shall not be placed on the sidewalk or boulevard, nor shall any part of such 
a sign extend into or over any street, highway, alley, public walkway, sidewalk or 
boulevard; except as may be specifically authorized by the Service- Safety Director. 
 
(b) No part of such signs shall be closer to the curb line than ten feet, or the edge of the 
pavement when there is no curb. In case of a corner lot or other situations where the 
property abuts more than one public street or alley, the ten-foot limitation shall be 
determined by measuring from the primary street. 
 
(e) Free Standing Signs. Free-standing signs may be erected henceforth only in 
accordance with the following: 
 

(1) Such signs heretofore erected, maintained and now in place, but not in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter, are hereby declared to be 
conditionally permitted signs. They may be maintained until declared unsafe by 
action of the Zoning Inspector. However, no such conditionally permitted sign 
shall hereafter be relocated, rebuilt, enlarged, extended, replaced or otherwise 
altered in any material respect. 

 
(2) No free standing sign shall be placed or anchored on the sidewalk or on the 
boulevard, nor shall any part of such sign, or the pole or support that holds or 
supports such sign, extend into or over any street, highway, alley, public 
walkway, sidewalk or boulevard. No such sign, its base, or any part of the 
structure shall be closer to the curb line than ten feet or the edge of the pavement 
when there is no curb. In case of a corner lot or other situations where the 
property abuts more than one public street, including alleys, the ten-foot 
limitation shall be determined by measuring from the primary street. 
 

1185.22 REAL ESTATE SIGNS. 



 
Real estate signs may be erected only in accordance with the requirements of this section as 
follows: 
 

(a) Residential, Office-Residential and Multiple-Family Developments. Signs offering 
real estate for sale or for rent or indicating that the same has been sold may be erected 
and displayed upon the lot or parcel offered for sale or for rent in residential, office-
residential and multiple-family developments as follows: 
 

(1) Such signs, which may be lettered on both sides, shall not exceed in the 
aggregate twenty-four square feet in area or display surface, counting both sides, 
and shall not exceed six feet in height above the ground level. 
 
(2) Such signs shall be set back at least twelve feet from all property lines when 
possible or half the distance between the sidewalk and the building when the 
property is closer than twenty feet from the sidewalk. No sign shall be placed on 
the boulevard or sidewalk. 
 
(3) Such signs shall not be illuminated. 
 
(4) For sale or for rent signs shall be removed not later than fifteen days after the 
contract for sale or for rent of the property indicated by the sign has been closed. 
Signs indicating that the property has been sold shall not be displayed for more 
than fifteen days from the date of closing. A sign not removed after the fifteen-
day period shall be removed by the Zoning Inspector and taken to the Police 
Station where the realtor shall have ten days to claim such sign by paying a five 
dollar ($5.00) fee. Such feel shall be deposited in the City General Fund. 
 
(5) Real estate signs advertising multiple-family developments containing twenty 
or more dwelling units may contain up to 100 square feet of display surface, 
counting both sides, and shall be set back as provided for in subsection (a)(2) 
hereof. 
  

(b) Commercial Districts and Industrial Districts. Wall signs or free 
standing signs, which meet all the other requirements of this chapter, 
offering real estate for sale or for rent, or indicating that the same has been 
sold, may be erected and displayed upon the lot or parcel offered for sale 
or for rent in commercial central-business and industrial districts. Such 
signs shall not be placed on or over the boulevard or on or over a street, 
highway, alley or sidewalk. such signs may be illuminated. There may not 
be more than one such sign per frontage, and such signs shall not exceed 
200 square feet in total area, counting both sides. No sign shall be erected 
before written permission is obtained from the Zoning Inspector. All such 
signs shall be removed within thirty days after the date of closing. Any 
sign not removed after the thirty- day period shall be removed by the order 
of the Zoning Inspector at the expense of the owner of the sign. 



 
(c) Subdivision Signs. Signs advertising the sale of lots in an undeveloped 
subdivision may be erected and displayed in such subdivision as follows: 
  

(l) No such sign shall be located nearer than twenty-five feet to any 
street right-of-way line. 
 
(2) When located twenty-five feet from the front property line, 
such sign shall not exceed thirty-two square feet in area or display 
surface. The maximum sign area may be increased by ten square 
feet for every additional ten feet of distance from the front property 
line. 
 
(3) No such sign shall be more than ten feet in height above the 
established grade of the abutting street. 
 
(4) Not more than one such sign, facing on any street, shall be 
permitted in a subdivision. 
 
(5) Each sign shall be removed at the expiration of one year after 
its erection. 

 
(6) No such sign containing twenty or more square feet shall be 
erected without first obtaining written permission from the Zoning 
Inspector. 

 

New Bremen — 
 

SIGNS 
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§ 154.098 SIGNS NOT REQUIRING A PERMIT. (EXEMPT) 
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CHAPTER 95:  UNCLAIMED AND ABANDONED VEHICLES 
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Disclaimer:  
This Code of Ordinances and/or any other documents that appear on this site may not reflect the most current legislation adopted by 
the Municipality. American Legal Publishing Corporation provides these documents for informational purposes only. These 
documents should not be relied upon as the definitive authority for local legislation. Additionally, the formatting and pagination of the 
posted documents varies from the formatting and pagination of the official copy. The official printed copy of a Code of Ordinances 
should be consulted prior to any action being taken. 
 
For further information regarding the official version of any of this Code of Ordinances or other documents posted on this site, 
please contact the Municipality directly or contact American Legal Publishing toll-free at 800-445-5588. 

© 2008 American Legal Publishing Corporation 
techsupport@amlegal.com 
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